Tournament Index – Los Verdes  

(TI-LV)
As most of you know, in February, we instituted a tournament only handicap to apply to all of the LVMGC tournament competition.  The basis for that action and methodology for determining the tournament index is explained in the following paragraphs.

For years we have heard the derogative term “Sandbagger” tossed around and through our tournament competition.  Mostly it was uncalled for being the result of a guy having a good day on the golf course.  Many golfers (and SCGA recognizes this) just seem to play better in tough competition than on less significant play days.   This is somewhat confirmed by taking a look at the money winner list each year.  The same names seem to appear year after year.

Your board of directors has recognized this and at the January LVMGCC board meeting your handicap committee was asked to look into the possibility of establishing a local tournament handicap that would be based on LVMGC tournament play and applied only to our tournament competitions.  
Conversations with SCGA and with other clubs in the LA area indicated good success using an approach that is in practice at Rancho Park.  That approach uses a tournament handicap that is calculated using the lowest 3 of the last 6 tournament scores.  The transition that Rancho used for new players was, in our opinion, unacceptably severe.  New tournament players at Rancho are required to play scratch or in special cases to 60% of their SCGA handicap. 

SCGA was insistent on maintaining the SCGA handicap records per the handicap manual and in calculating and recording our scoring records in the GHIN system but SCGA had no concern with our establishing a separate local handicap for use in our tournaments.  
Your handicap committee met and discussed the details of establishing such system.  The criteria established in that meeting are listed below and are a slight variant of the Rancho approach.
1.      LVMGC members shall play LVMGC monthly tournaments using a handicap index which is the lower of his GHIN handicap index or his LVMGC local tournament index (hereafter referred to as Tournament Index-Los Verdes or TI-LV) when the TI-LV is more than 1.0 lower than the GHIN Index.

 2.     The TI-LV shall be the average of the three lowest of the last six tournaments played at the Los Verdes Golf Course, over the past 12 months
 3.     In the event a player has fewer than six tournament rounds but three or more in the last 6 months, the average of the lowest three of these tournament rounds shall determine his TI-LV. 
 4.     In the event a player has only two tournament rounds, his TI-LV shall consist of the average index of those tournament rounds and his GHIN index. 
 5.     In the event a player has only one tournament round, his TI-LV shall consist of the average index of that tournament round and his GHIN index. 
 6.      TI-LV will be in effect for LVMC Weekend, Weekday & Satellite Tournaments played at Los Verdes. 
 7.      TI-LV will be calculated based on the GHIN information available the 1st of every month. 
It is our intent to give this a good try.  It is not cast in concrete but seems to have good acceptance throughout the club.  Late in the year, after we play our club championships, we will review the effectiveness of this handicapping system and entertain suggestions for improvements in it.

Brian sent out a List Box letter that included the details and the results for our March TI-LV calculations.  I hope you look them over carefully and get any constructive comments or questions back to the Handicap Committee.

Bill King

LVMGC Handicap Chairman

